82 COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE IN THE SOUTH

“school service that will accredit each unit”’; “service to groups and
organizations, to business firms and governmental agencies”; and “to
become a factor in the economic life of the parish.”

MEASURING USE

Library aims are usually stated in broad general terms which may
be interpreted, qualified, or defined to suit a local situation. Tt is
therefore desirable for every library to expand its general aims into
a series of statements giving the objectives of each type of service, or
of each department of the library. These statements should be defi-
nite and specific, and should preferably be capable of some degree of
measurement.

The statement adopted by the Council of the American Library
Association® in October, 1933, says:

Many of the most important library services cannot be measured statisti-
cally. Examples of such services are the provision of reference and study facili-
ties, encouragement of purposeful reading by adults, special services relating to

the dominant local industries, organized co-operation with the public schools,
study and discussion groups, and exhibitions.

Some phase of most of the foregoing types of services can be meas-
ured statistically. Data on the number of persons using the reference
collection, the number and types of questions answered, and so on,
are frequently compiled. Exhibitions can be measured in such terms
as the number and type of special exhibits, the number of pieces dis-
played, and the number of visitors.

In fact, quantitative measurements can be found for practically
all library services, provided the services are first accurately defined
and limited. Book-lending services are measurable because an ac-
curate definition is generally agreed upon—a unit of circulation. It
should be pointed out, however, that circulation is not, by definition,
an accurate description of the amount of material read. In the first
place, methods of counting circulation differ. Circulation of supple-
mentary texts by classroom teachers is counted as withdrawals in
some systems, while others make no count of these figures. Some li-

braries include circulation of magazines, while others do not report
this figure. Variations in regard to the number of books which may

2 1bid., p. 514.
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be withdrawn by a borrower at one time have already been pointed
out in a previous chapter.

In the second place, a book does not represent a cqnstant amount
of reading material. A picture book adds the same welgh"t to the Fota.xl
that Anthony Adverse does. Furthermore, withdrawal gives no indi-
cation of whether the book has been read by one or more people, or
not at all. Ph O

In the third place, circulation figures give no indication in regard
to the purposes for which books are used. Fun in Bed an.d a S/z.,ort
History of the English People give equal weight ‘to. thff circulation
figures. ‘“The best reading”’? implies qualitative d1st1nct10n_s, but "the
work the library is doing as revealed in its book stock and circulation
figures makes no distinction of quality. :

Two fundamental problems are involved in the measurement of
the use of library facilities. The first is that the units of measure-
ment should be related to the functions of the library. The compila-
tion of statistical data is not an end in itself, but a means of inter-
preting the work of the library. The interpretative instrument_.s
should therefore be devised in the light of the purposes which the li-
brary is attempting to serve. This implies that the ger.leral ai.n%s'of
the library should be further expressed in terms of speaﬁ(.: aCt1Y1t‘leS
and that, where possible, statistics should be compiled which will in-
dicate the extent to which the library is achieving its specific ob-
jectives.

Another type of measurement is that which the librarian uses for
guiding administrative action and the formulation of policy. The
nature of the statistics to be compiled and the period of time which
they will cover will therefore depend on the factors involved in the
problem under consideration.

The second fundamental problem is not so much in the statistical
measurement of the use of various types of library service as in inter-
preting the effects of use.* Efforts have been made to study the

3 “The best reading for the largest number” is a part of the motto of the American
Library Association.

4Lord Bacon in his Essay on Studies remarked that, “Much reading maketh a full
man,” but the nature of the influence which a person’s reading exerts has as yet not
been determined scientifically and probably cannot be without great difficulty.
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effects of some types of media for the communication of ideas,’ but
the library profession has shown little interest in this type of study.
It is a difficult sphere for research and will require the development
of new techniques and possibly the combined research facilities of a
number of the related fields of the social sciences.

TYPES OF SERVICE RENDERED

The three adjectives most descriptive of the scope of library serv-
ice—“‘educational,” ‘“‘recreational,” and ‘“‘cultural’”’—may be inter-
preted to include a wide range of activities. The services rendered by
public libraries vary from loans which are made from the most meager
book collections to the rich and highly varied programs which include
provision of formal adult education activities, musical and dramatic
organizations, exhibits, art galleries, and the circulation of pictures,
slides, music scores, and phonograph records.

Reasonably adequate library service has been defined as including
“a main library with reading-room facilities; special provision for
children; lending, reference, and periodical collections adequate to
the needs of the community; a professional staff of high quality and
adequate number; and such branches and other distributing agen-
cies as the area and topography of the city may require.”’® The vari-
ables in the definition must be interpreted by each service area in
terms of its own objectives and available resources.

In each of the demonstration libraries the main library for reading,
reference, and circulation is limited almost exclusively to the use of-
whites. Each county has a main Negro branch, however. The sys-
tem of branches for both races has been described in a previous
chapter. Specialized types of service offered by one or more libraries
include circulation of music scores, pictures, and books for the blind;
lectures; and collection and exhibition of museum pieces.

The Charleston Free Library has been able to render a special type
of service because of its close connection with the Charleston Muse-
um. In the first four years of its operation the library occupied quar-
ters in the Museum building. The extension service of the Museum

s Cf. Committee on Educational Research of the Payne Fund, W. W. Charters
(chairman), “Motion Pictures and Youth” (New York: Macmillan, 1933-35).

¢ Bulletin of the American Library Association, XXVII, No. 11 (November, 1933)
513. % ’
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includes special exhibits which are sent to the schools, and story
hours given in the children’s department of the Museum. The chil-
dren’s department of the Library co-operates closely with this work.
One of the effective types of co-operation is the arrangement of joint
exhibits. The children’s story hours are made more effective by the
use of costumes and exhibits from the Museum.

The Chattanooga Public Library sponsors a series of lectures by
distinguished people on a variety of subjects. Admission is open to
the general public, and a limited number of invitations is sent out.
Bibliographies, frequently with annotations prepared by the speaker,
are usually made up and mimeographed for distribution. While the
bibliographies are usually selective, they include, in addition to titles
held by the local library, other important titles on the subjects being
discussed. This library system has also established a government-
documents department, located in one of the county buildings. This
service operates in close affiliation with the government-documents
department of the University of Tennessee.

Pay collections, consisting largely of fiction, are used in several of
the libraries in an effort to keep the stock of current fiction up to
date in the face of limited funds for the purchase of books. The gen-
eral practice is to transfer a book from the duplicate pay collection to
the unrestricted shelves after the book has earned its purchase price.

BOOK STOCK

A complete evaluation of the books held by each of the demonstra-
tion libraries with respect to such factors as literary quality, suita-
bility for various levels of reading ability, types of interest, and so
on, is too large a problem for the scope of this report. A later section
in this chapter will be devoted to an analysis of a special record of
circulation, and chapter v will present material descriptive of types
of fiction read. Statistical material presented in this section will be
limited to that bearing on the size of the book stock, its distribution
between adult and juvenile levels, and the rate of turnover of the
stock for a single year. Consideration will frequently be given to the
groups, white and Negro, urban and rural, since these are the groups
to which the libraries propose to give equal service. Figures are
omitted from the tables only when the data are not available.
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The six counties served primarily through municipal libraries all
rank above the five county libraries in the total number of books
owned. Cossitt Library, in Shelby County, with more than 230,000
V(.)lumes, stands at the head of the list, while the Davidson (50ur1ty
Library, with less than 15,000 books, has the smallest number. Two
of the important factors which influence the size of the book stock
are the age of the library and the number of the population to be

TABLE IX

NUMBER OF VOLUMES AT THE CLOSE OF THE FISCAL YEAR 1934
il
AND NUMBER OF VOLUMES PER CAPITA

ToTAL NUMBER OF VOLUMES NuMBER OF VOLUMES PER CAPITA
CouNty -
Total White Negro Total White Negro
Walker. . . 19,082*
......... 9,082 17,078 2,004 0.32 o 7
b g : 0.2
2:\0(;?15;1@;5 .......... ;;,?24* I§,70§T 3,860T| o.74 o,ggT o.3é'}'
Davidson. ... ...... 131633 4709 ..... 9,637 ézé B i
glﬁ:ckllenburgT ...... 106,246 | 95,706 10,540 0.83 1.06 0.28
R_aglest(i)n ......... 34,375 26,088 8,287 0.34 0.56 o.15
ch ?tn .......... 47,108 | 44,480 2,628 0.54 0.90 o o;
ampltonyy RN 148,701 | 138,471 10,230 0.93 1.12 o.28
KOO, o s as ot 135,874% 5
;I b s ot R Al
Jefferson...........| 108,651 | 103,446 5,205 0.81 103 .... 016

* Supplementary texts are not included.
T Data are for 1933.
1 Includes board of education and independent school libraries (32,174 volumes).

served. In general, the librariesin the larger cities are older and have
therefore accumulated their book stocks over a longer period of
years. The four youngest libraries have the smallest total collec-
tions.

The older and larger libraries tend to have not only a larger total
n'umber of volumes but also more books per capita. No or?e of the
six counties having the largest number of books ranks below sixth
IrOfn the highest in the number of books per capita. Coahoma Coun-
ty is the only one of the eleven having more than one book per per-
son, although this figure is approximated by Hamilton County. In
addition to Coahoma, three other counties have populations of less

L asadesco bl
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than 735,000 people; each has small collections and relatively low per
capita holdings.

Although the distribution of the book stock is not available in all
counties by white and Negro, the data as presented in Table IX
show interesting variations among the counties. Four of the nine
counties have collections of approximately 10,000 volumes for Ne-
groes. Knox is the only county which holds as many as one book for
each three Negroes. While no county has a satisfactory collection
for serving Negroes, significant progress has been made along this
line.

Reference was made in chapter i to the wide disparity between the
educational and other provisions for whites and Negroes in the
South. Library service, unlike public education, is not compulsory,
so that most Negroes in the South do not have general access to pub-
lic library facilities. The provision of books for Negroes in the dem-
onstration counties, while far from satisfactory, represents a dis-
tinct improvement over conditions prior to the period of co-opera-
tion with the Fund. The public library in the South has the inescap-
able responsibility for increasing library facilities for Negroes by the
provision of generous quantities of materials suited to reading abil-
ities and interests. The results being achieved by the counties in the
demonstration group should go far toward demonstrating to other
southern counties the desirability of extending library service to the
literate Negro population. Shelby County, with more than 125,000
Negroes, has a particularly difficult problem. In Coahoma County,
where Negroes outnumber whites by almost four to one, significant
progress has been made in serving the urban group.

The second and third columns of Table X show the percentage
division of the total book stock among whites and Negroes. This
table should be interpreted with the aid of the total number of vol-
umes shown in the previous table. For example, of Walker County’s
total of 19,082 volumes, 89 per cent are for serving whites and 11 per
cent are for Negroes. The three counties which have more than
10,000 volumes for Negroes are among the four which devote less
than 10 per cent of all their total book stock to Negro service.

Table X also shows the distribution of the book stock between
juvenile and adult (fiction and non-fiction) for both whites and Ne-



88 COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE IN THE SOUTH

groes. For most of the counties reporting, approximately one-third
of the book collections for whites is composed of juvenile titles, al-
though Walker County reports slightly more than one-half in this
class. In the adult collections the distribution among fiction and
non-fiction shows considerable range. The percentage of the collec-
tion for whites which is devoted to adult non-fiction is more than

TABLE X

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BOOK STOCK FOR
SERVING WHITES AND NEGROES*

PERCENTAGE OF PERCENTAGE OF WHITE PERCENTAGE OF NEGRO
TotaL Books Book Stock Book Stock
CouNty Adult Adult
White Negro Juvenile Juvenile

e Non- i Non-

Fiction fiction Fiction fiction
Walker......... 89 11 26 23 SI 25 16 59
Websterf....... 8o 20 29 57 34 7 35 58
Coahoma. ...... 83 17 35 26 39 9 18 73
Mecklenburgf. . . fole} 10 33 20 47 9 5 86
Charleston. . . ... 76 24 30 43 27 19 16 65
Richland....... 94 6 34 3 35 32 21 47
Hamilton. . ..... 93 7| e g B RIS L 32 LR SR AR T 54
ISnexs 0 . 91 9 29 42 29 26 29 45
Jefferson........ 95 5 22 42 36 13 8 79

* Davidson and Shelby counties are omitted because of insufficient data.
T Data for 1933.
i Board of education and independent school libraries are not included.

twice as high in Charleston, Knox, and Jefferson counties than in
Mecklenburg County.

In each of the counties reporting, the percentage of book stock
which is juvenile is considerably higher for Negroes than for whites.
The book stock for Negroes ranges from 45 per cent juvenile in Knox
County to 86 per cent in Mecklenburg County. The distribution
among adult and juvenile is influenced by local conditions, such as
proportion of urban and rural residents (illiteracy is highest among
rural residents), the diversity of business and social interests, the re-
lation of the library program to the schools, and so on. The Negro
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book collection in Webster Parish illustrates an effort to adapt book
selection to a definite program and what are felt to be local needs.
The proportion of adult fiction is unusually small (7 per cent), and
the percentage of adult non-fiction is the largest of the Negro collec-
tions reported in any of the counties. Much of the non-fiction has
been selected in such fields as practical arts, health, agriculture, and
home-making.
TABLE XI
AVERAGE CIRCULATION PER VOLUME, 1934

WHITE NEGRO
WHITE
L AND | gl Adult
IECKS and Adult Juvenile and Adult Juvenile
Juvenile Juvenile
Walker.......... 6.3 6.0 6.8 5.1 9.3 7 10.6
Webster*........ 9.9 10.3 8.5 13.9 8.3 5.4 10.4
Coahoma........ Be? Ba2) AT |4 S A RS o | S
Davidson. . ..... 122 O ey Sy | [ e e e e
Mecklenburg* . . . 4.7 5.2 6.8 3.3 1.0 2.2 0.8
Charleston. . . ... 8.0 9.1 8.8 9.6 4.6 4.1 4.9
Richland........ 9.5 B |5 et A]j6 ruoin Depa s 3ol || SR e R
Hamilton. ...... 6.2 6.1 4.0 10.7 7.8 4.9 10.3
T TEr <0 TR 5.8 6701 [R5 AR AR K 20 Hloadnnd ol Mo ong
Shelby.......... g e | e T R R R S R o sl ke B ol pate
Jefferson........ 9.9 9.8 8.7 11.9 II.I 6.0 12.5

* Data are for 1933.
1 Circulation of magazines is not included.

The rate of turnover of the book stock for a single year is shown in
Table XI. This figure, which represents the average number of
times all books circulated during the year, is not strictly accurate,
since the book stock is not a constant size during the year. The data
used are the book stock at the end of the year and the circulation for
the entire year. In general, the young libraries with small book col-
lections are able to maintain a high average circulation per book. The
five county libraries rank from seventh to eleventh in per capita
book stock, but only one ranks below sixth in book turnover. David-
son County Library, with the smallest book stock, averaged 12.6
withdrawals per volume.
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In the collections for whites, the average circulation per volume
tends to be highest for fiction, next for juvenile books, and lowest for
adult non-fiction. Although not shown in the table, the turnover of
adult fiction ranges from about one and one-half to nine times as
high as that for non-fiction. Juvenile books circulate more frequent-
ly than adult titles for both whites and Negroes. In three counties
the average circulation per book is larger in the Negro than in the
white collections.

TABLE XII
PERCENTAGE OF LIBRARY REGISTRATION TO TOTAL POPULATION*

TotaL ror CouNTY WHaITE NEGRO
Counry
Total | White| Negro| Urban| Rural {lllll‘:‘f Adult}| Urban| Rural | Urban{ Rural

Walker 9.14| 8.98| 10.19| 69.38

i : 4 745160 £-Ede H0R20] 0. .
\}ebster. 43 48| 58.64| 24.54| 67.28 85.29| 51.16| 35.50| 22.52
Loaboma“ 18.84] 63.96| 5.67| 59.90 83.66| 45.83| 36.18| ©0.69
Davidson. . 34.80| 35.69| 28.35| 68.60 73.03| 12.03| 46.30]......
Mecklenburg......... 29.46| 38.02| 9.20| 40.01| 8.55| 47 3 52.7

Meckle A 5 5 .o1| 28.17( 52.72| 11.94| X3.01)......
Lhdrlcaton.... ..... 13.00| 21.55| 5.94| 16.02| 8.37| 28.38| 10.09| 22.15| 190.86] 8.35| 3.21
Rxchl_and. SET T R 21.09| 32.50| 6.14| 30.47| 5.66| 24.84| 22.76| 41.47| 12.42| 11.65|......
Hamilton............ 32.77| 38.55| 13.05| 29.50| 42.38| 83.95| 22.56( 36.53| 43.20| 11.54| 30.64
Knoxs. -« 4 28.51| 30.66| 13.21| 28.07| 29.44| 6 3

K . g p 4 " 4.09| 22.40| 30.61| 30.73( 14.84|......
Shqlb)v.. 21.02| 33.62| 3.30| 23.38] 0.84] 26.08| 22.19| 35.93 17462 ‘;Aoj 4.13
Jefferson. . . 41.37| 52.67| 7.04| 43.00| 29.91| 80.16] 36.77| 56.84| 36.10| 7.92| 1.37

* Based on the U.S. Census figures for 1930.
t Computed by dividing the juvenil i i i

FFihe agré. y g juvenile registration by the total population from five through fourteen
1 Computed by dividing the adult registration by the total population fifteen years of age and above.

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION REGISTERED

It was pointed out in chapter iii that variations among the coun-
ties with respect to requirements for registration are numerous. In-
terpretation of the data shown in Table XII should therefore be
made with caution, particularly in comparisons between counties.
Two facts stand out prominently, however: the percentage of the
population having library registration is generally very much higher
for whites than for Negroes, and for residents of urban districts than
for rural residents. In Walker County the percentage of the popula-
tion registered is slightly higher for Negroes than for whites, while in
Hamilton and Knox counties the proportion of registrants is larger
for rural than for urban residents. With these exceptions the two
generalizations hold for all groups in each of the eleven counties.
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Two figures not usually computed are shown in Table XII: the
percentages of juveniles and adults registered. The first figure is the
juvenile registration divided by the total population from five to
fourteen years of age, inclusive, while the second figure is based on
the adult registration divided by the population fifteen years of age
and over. While these definitions are not strictly accurate, they do
furnish some indication of the degree to which library membership
is held by the two age groups. In spite of the fact that students
usually are not required to register to use the school libraries and
branches, the juvenile classification is the only one which shows more
than 75 per cent of the population registered in as many as three
counties.

Six of the eleven libraries register more than one-half of their white
urban population. The effect of the high Negro population in rural
Coahoma County is especially noticeable in the comparison of the
percentage registration for urban and rural areas.

In several counties the membership roster of clubs was checked
against the registration file of the library. The membership rolls of
men’s luncheon clubs, such as Kiwanis-and Rotary, were most fre-
quently used. In addition to checking personal membership in the
library, registration on the part of either husband or wife was indi-
cated. The membership of six luncheon clubs showed an average
registration of 72 per cent. For the individual clubs the percentage
ranges from 87 to 56 per cent. The roster of the Women’s Study
Club in Jasper, Alabama, showed 1oo per cent membership in the li-
brary. A sampling of the membership of two chambers of commerce
showed a membership in the library of 38 per cent.

The sample checking of lists of members of representative clubs
was not carried far enough in each of the counties to make the figures
comparable among the group. However, it suggests a procedure
which, applied on a larger scale, might give valuable information for
the study of the degree of penetration of the library among the vari-
ous organized groups in a community.

CIRCULATION

Gross and per capita circulation figures are usually the chief evi-
dence that is presented to show the use that is being made of li-



02 COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE IN THE SOUTH

braries. These figures, however, are very rough measures; and they
may obscure much more than they reveal. In seeking to improve
service, the alert librarian should attempt to answer many questions,
with circulation data: What groups are heavy readers, and which
groups make little or no use of the library? What types of reading
are of especial interest to various groups? On what subjects are the
heaviest demands for books made?

TABLE XIIT
TOTAL LIBRARY CIRCULATION, BY YEARS

County 1930 1031 1032 1933 1934
Walker 7 Y
...................... 44,214 193,977 177,397 120,525%
Webster. . . ... .. 83,778 176,122 203,868 208, 465 205:88;
Coal_loma.. ERIRSGE K 151,336 180,054 191,535 190,167 182,786
Davidson.......... 180, 308 231,455 181,482 181,048 172,106
Mecklenburg. . .. .. 730,207 982,546 524,127F| 504,412 442,617
Charleston........J........... 84,127 232,164 279,881 286,475 —
R1chl_and ..................... 204,871 306,605 426,700 449,855 -
Hamilton.......... 720,576 935,010 | 1,017,862 985,162 972,939%
Knoxeashim £ 05900 655,014 912,184 | 1,045,568
; : 104555 848,777 788,545
Shf(;lby ....................... 1,367,334 | 1,668,309 1,785:944 1,881,145
Jefferson.......... 328,073 467,805 686,150 939,605 | 1,077,236
Totalls: oo b . 2,849,292 | 5,585,722 | 6,251,806 | 6,527,558 | 6,580,011

* The library was closed three weeks in 1933 and four months in 1934.
t Circulation in city schools not included.
1 Circulation of 361 government documents and 1,349 pictures is not included.

The total library circulation during each of the five years of the
demonstration is presented in Table XIII. Absence of data for 1930
is due in three cases to the fact that the libraries were not then or-
ganized and open for circulation and in two cases to the fact that co-
operation with the Fund had not yet begun. Increases in total cir-
culation are shown for each succeeding year in four of the counties.
The Charleston Free Library has the distinction of being the only li-
brary in the entire group which has had an adequate book fund for
each year shown in the table. A significant part of the increase in the
other three libraries which have had steady growth during the dem-
onstration period is due to the expansion of the book stock and agen-
cies for service outside of the urban centers.
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Decreases in circulation are frequently due to the effects of reduc-
tions in the budget. Sharp reduction in the expenditures of a library
usually has two immediate effects: first, a decrease in the number of
new books purchased; and second, a reduction in the salaries or size of
the staff. Later reductions usually lead to the elimination of certain
agencies or to decreases in the number of hours the libraries are kept
open. In Knox County book purchases were reduced, extension serv-
ice in the city by means of a book truck was withdrawn, certain agen-
cies were closed, and the main library and city branches were not
open after six o’clock in the evening. The effect of these so-called
“economies” is apparent in the declining circulation figures. Fortu-
nately, the reductions in the budget for 1935 have been largely elimi-
nated.

The library in Mecklenburg County illustrates the effect of a se-
vere and sudden reduction in income. The expenditures for books,
periodicals, and binding for the five fiscal years shown in Table XTII
were approximately $34,000, $24,000, $6,600, $1,400, and $2,400, re-
spectively. The sharp drop in circulation beginning with 1932 was
first due to decreases in service in the branches because of sharp re-
ductions in the size of the staff, then to the cumulative effect of a
book stock worn out in use much more rapidly than it was replen-
ished by new purchases.

Total library circulation to Negroes for the five years of the dem-
onstration period are shown in Table XIV. Only three counties
show increases over each of the preceding years. Withdrawal of the
Rosenwald Fund from participation in the programs in Davidson
and Mecklenburg counties is seen to result in immediate and very
Jarge reductions in circulation for Negroes, beginning with 1932,
while Coahoma County was able to maintain its service with less
serious loss in circulation after withdrawal of support from the Fund.

A comparison of the percentage distribution of the library circula-
tion and of the total population for each county, by color and resi-
dence, is shown in Figure 18. For each county the percentage dis-
tribution of the total circulation, urban and rural, white and Negro,
is shown in comparison with similar figures for the population for
1930. The upper or shaded bar in each county group represents the
library circulation; and the lower, or unshaded, bar shows population.
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When an upper bar is longer than the adjacent lower bar, the cir- ]
culation to the group is relatively larger in proportion to the popula-
tion of the group. In Coahoma County, for example, urban whites |
who compose 10.83 per cent of the population were responsible for
59.4 per cent of the circulation. Similarly, rural Negroes, comprising |
66.56 per cent of the population in that county, made 3.4 per cent

of the withdrawals from the library. Z ~—|:| LI Y 8 é] “‘B

Rural Negro
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TABLE XIV LA
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TOTAL LIBRARY CIRCULATION TO NEGROES, BY YEARS ;}’ _H
Z
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=7/ & :
County 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 = /A. zzz[:l A_—J ED 78
7. 2 o5 ©@w mo wo +¥ W 0o o© mn Vo
Malkenaed e 8l 50 e b 4,853 17,245 S A 18,588* | ol 2o olg Yol ¥5 o 08 VO oL *O aa
(Wiebstersstl e it il L Sl ete ) 29,803 34,181 35,722 50,442 . ;
Coahoma.......... 0,412 27,356 24,648 19,725% 26,366 I T
Davidson......... 32,498 40,822 16,627 8,289 7343
Mecklenburg. . . ... 42,626 87,687 16,011 (e, (Rl [ o S e ©
@haylestons, . ..o 7,829 32,202 30,182 38,471 = 77
IRGehl el Lrii L G A S 6,220% 12,427 15,504 15,545 =
Hamilton. . ... .. .. 41,505 65,680 92,367 87,925 82,348 ~ V
£ ;
IREnoxer Bl 4 o i) 42,241 51,126 54,546 47,445 41,021 ~ ,/ / 7
Shelbyyafics - e R T 17,628 25,445 32,113 43,905 / / ,/ /
Jefferson........ .. 21,264 30,408 52,510 65,129 57,608 é A él .A__J A
; 5 3 e e D R s Dl
flotaly. . 200 189, 546 369,412 378,218 368,463 381,637 ?: °§, :? S8 Z® 90 F¥ oSe $m on 2F g
* The library was closed three weeks in 1933 and four months in 1034. V
t Figures are for the city branch only. 1 Figures are for nine months. Z 7 7-
Comparisons of the percentage distributions among counties re- 2 Z % 4
veal interesting variations. However, conclusions should not be ] =
hastily drawn from this figure without giving consideration to the 8
. . . . 2
underlying factors which produce the situation. Two factors stand S
out so sharply in this graph that they scarcely need mentioning: the Z é @] é /
high ratio of circulation to population for urban whites and corre- AD 2 VA | A
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. . - . . . = =}
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F16. 18.—Percentage distribution of total library circulation for 1934 and total population for 1930, by residence and color
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Circulation per capita and circulation per registered borrower are
shown in Tables XV and XVI, respectively. In each table the data

TABLE XV
CIRCULATION PER CAPITA * 1934
WHITE NEGRrO

CouNnty ToraL|UrRBAN|RURAL|WHITE [NEGRO| ADULT f {,‘f:f;

2 ¥
Urban| Rural | Urban| Rural
MialkenSs . . i 820 RS 1.2 2.0 2.4 1.8 3.8 557 g 7.8 1.0
Webster. 7.0 9.1 6.5 9.5 3.9 5.3 | 14.8 | 10.9 9.1 6.1 3.4
Coahoma. . 3.9 | 12.9 1.5 | 14.0 Oz | By SeeeP T A M 21.9 8.5 4.0 0.2
Davidson. . 3.6 4.8 2.8 3.9 1.4 2.6 7.6 5.3 3.0 O
Mecklenburg]|....... 3.9 4.4 it 5.5 © 4 4.0 5.7 6.1 4.3 0.4 o.1
Charleston.......... 2.8 3.4 1.9 5.4 0.7 2.8 s 518, 5.7 1.1 0.3
Richland........... 5.1 6.5 2.9 8.8 oI | e M ] S A T 9.9 6.1 0.6 0.2
Hamilton........... 6.1 Bl Ty 7.2 2.3 3.8 16.9 4.2 | 14.2 1.3 | 13.6
[Fnoxy. i L SR 5.1 5.1 3o |55 2T 4.2 | 10.7 5.7 5.1 2.1 2.8
Shelbyl . o -t 16 6.1 6.0 6.5 | 10.3 0.3 4.4 | 16.3 9.7 | 13.8 o.1 1.1
IJeffersontiss S e te 8.1 8.4 6.7 | 10.2 i 7/ 6.2 | 18.9 | 10.8 7.6 1.6 204

TABLE XVI
CIRCULATION PER REGISTERED BORROWER, 1934
WHITE NEGRrO

CouNnty ToraL|UrBAN|RURAL|WHITE|NEGRO| ADULT } J\'jl‘l"g}

b 4
Urban| Rural | Urban| Rural
Wealker§hond o et b 220 T ORON | -ra et 22.0 | 23.4 20.0 | 25.2 (13077 $l st 2o, 3150 ke
Webster............ 16.1 | 13.6 | 17.1 | 16.1 | 15.7 13.8 | 18.9 | 12.8 [ 17.8 | 17.1 | 15.3
Coahoma........... ZORON N2 SO B1O2 5B 2 R B T oM S oy 26.2 | 18.6 | 11.0 | 29.2
Davidson........... 10.3 7.0 24.8 | 10.8 2% o) |-t C 7.2 | 24.8 Aol|EEA
Mecklenburg]|....... 14.1 [ 13.7 | 15.4 | 15.0 | 3.8 14.9 | 12.6 | 14.9 | 15.3 QT IS
Charleston.......... 21.7 | 25.2 | 23.1 | 24.0 | Ix.8 27 5.1 | 23.8 | 28.5 | 13.1 8.3
Richland S5 o 21.2 | 21.3 | 51.5 | 26.9 OEOANR ) 5 R IM L ox 23.0 | 49.5 S ORI
Hamilton........... 186 | 11.6 | 33.5 | 18.7 | 17.5 17.0 | 20.1 | 11.6 | 32.9 | 11.3 | 44.3
Knox. .. 17.7 | 18.2 | 16.9 | 17.8 | 16.2 18.6 | 16.7 | 18.6 | 16.5 | 13.8 |......
Shelby . . 26.0 | 25.9 | 65.8 | 30.5 | 10.5 20.0 | 63.4 | 27.1 | 78.5 3.8 ] 25.8
Jefferson . 10.5 | 19.1 | 22.3 | 19.3 | 24.8 17.0 | 23.6 | 19.0 | 21.1 | 20.7 [175.57

* Based on the U.S. Census of 1930.

T The base is the number of persons fifteen years of age and above.

t The base is the population from five through fourteen years of age.

§ The library was open only eight months in this year.

|| Data for 1033.

9 The seemingly excessive per capita circulation represented in this figure is due to the fact that the

?;?dbil;);)gop\):errsgns who actually borrowed books was very much greater than the number of formerly regis-
are presented for the county as a whole, by residence and color
groups, and for adults and juveniles, where available data made these
computations possible.

Per capita circulation is more than twice as large in Jefferson

i
:
i
1
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County as in Charleston County (data for Walker County are not
comparable, since they represent circulation for only eight months).
In general, the rank among the libraries in percentage of total popu-
Jation registered, as shown in Table XII, is very similar to the rank
in per capita circulation. The counties which rank first and second
(highest) in registration rank second and first, respectively, in per
capita circulation, while the two which are tenth and eleventh (low-
est) in registration hold identical ranks in per capita circulation. The
number of per capita withdrawals tends to be higher in the cities than
in the rural territory, and larger for whites than for Negroes, al-
though a few exceptions to this general rule may be noted in the
table. Circulation to rural Negroes in Hamilton County is particu-
larly noteworthy. While the total number in this group is only ap-
proximately 3,000, the system of distribution is well adapted to serv-
ing them. Per capita circulation to juveniles tends to be significantly
higher than to adults.

Interpretations of data for the circulation per registered borrower,
as shown in Table X VI, should be made with caution in view of the
wide variations with respect to registering borrowers. In general, the
data are more reliable for the total county than for the smaller
groups presented. That is, as the total is divided into smaller groups,
the variations in practices tend to make relatively larger discrepan-
cies in the figures.

A system which has a complete registration is likely to appear at a
disadvantage in comparison with one having comparable circulation
but less complete registration. Webster Parish and Jefferson Coun-
ty, for example, rank near the top both in percentage of total popu-
lation registered and in circulation per capita, but stand fairly low
in circulation per registered borrower. The absence of general regis-
tration requirements for rural residents, particularly for students
using branches in schools, may account for the fact that circulation
per registered borrower is generally larger for rural residents than for
urbanites. The need for caution in interpreting the figures is illus-
trated by the fact that the circulation per registered borrower for
rural Negroes in Jefferson County is 175.5 books. This means, of
course, that only a very few Negroes were formally registered but
that a much larger number actually borrowed books.
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One phase of the circulation problem is illustrated in Figure 19,
which shows for Webster Parish the total adult and juvenile circula-
tion to whites, by months, for 1933. Decrease in circulation in the
hot summer months is generally expected by libraries in the South.
However, the decrease in the Webster Parish Library is particularly
large in the months when the school vacations are general. This is
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I'16. 19.—Total circulation of books to white people, juvenile and adults, by months,
for 1933, Webster Parish Library.

commonly accounted as a weakness in the use of schools as locations

for branches for the public library.
The real difficulty may be not so much that the schools are not in

session as that the books are not accessible to the children, that is,
pupils are brought to the schools, and therefore to the libraries, in
motor trucks during the school year. If the library were located out-
side of the school during the school term, it would not only be less
accessible to school pupils, who are the largest group of readers, but
would also have little advantage in accessibility during the months

S
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of the summer vacation. Sufficient data are not at hand to show con-
clusively what the real situation is concerning circulation to children
or adults under these different conditions.

CLASSIFICATION OF LIBRARY USERS

In attempting to describe or evaluate the service rendered by li-
braries, one of the first questions that comes to mind is, “Who uses
the general book collections?” The circulation figures generally com-
piled show the classes of books which are used but give no informa-
tion regarding the persons who use the books. Registration data
may reveal those who have permission to withdraw books, but do
not. separate users from non-users.

In an effort to supply information regarding the users of the li-
braries, nine of the systems kept special records for periods of from
three to six days. A data card was filled out for each person with-
drawing books. Information requested consisted of the name or
registration number, sex, occupation, age and grade of students,
number of fiction and non-fiction titles withdrawn, and the Dewey
class numbers of all non-fiction titles. In nine counties 38,232 data
cards were filled out during the spring of 1934. Two counties, Shel-
by and Coahoma, found it impracticable to keep this special record.

At least two studies based on similar types of data have been re-
ported in recent library literature. In the city of Racine, Wisconsin,
records of the use of the library were kept for a single day.” During
this day 1,826 persons visited the library and withdrew approximate-
ly 3,500 books. Students represented 53 per cent of the visitors.
More than one-fourth (28 per cent) of the adult registrants were re-
corded as students. Of the thirty-five industrial groups listed in
Racine by the 1930 census, all but three minor ones were represented
among the occupations of users of the library during the day.

A study made in the Hinsdale, Illinois, Public Library during the
winter of 1934 was confined to the use of the adult collection.® Data
were gathered during four successive weeks, during which time 4,178

; 7M. Louise Hunt and others, “A Day’s Work of the Racine, Wisconsin, Public
Library,” Library Journal, LIX, No. 3 (February 1, 1934), 106-10.

* Leon Carnovsky, “Community Studies in Reading,” Library Quarterly, V, No. 1
(January, 1935), I~30.



100 COUNTY LIBRARY SERVICE IN THE SOUTH

loans were made by the library. Information recorded included the
author and title of each book withdrawn from the adult collection.
Carnovsky concluded that one week represented an accurate sample
of the four-week period, since the greatest deviation from the aver-
age weekly circulation was 21.5 books, or 2 per cent.

In tabulating the data gathered in the nine demonstration coun-
ties, sex, residence, and color groups were kept separate; and the fol-
lowing further classifications were made: elementary school, junior
high school, high school, and occupational groups for non-students.
Non-fiction was divided into thirteen subject classifications, which
will be introduced in the following section. Limitations of space
make it impossible to present the data in the many classifications in
which they were tabulated. Only a few of the facts which seem to be
most significant will be indicated.

A preliminary tabulation of the data for Hamilton County was
made in the office of the librarian. One hundred occupations were
listed among the borrowers during the three-day period. The type-
written report, including discussion of the data and tables for each
individual branch, has been bound and is available for interlibrary
loan.?

Almost two-thirds of the persons who withdrew books from the
demonstration libraries during the experimental period are students,
one-eighth are housewives, and approximately one-fifth are gainfully
employed. Persons unemployed at the time the data were gathered
could not be accurately distinguished. In some cases, where the in-
formation came from the registration file, the occupation at the time
of registration was, of course, recorded. In most cases, however, the
occupation was recorded at the time the book was withdrawn. In a
few cases persons unemployed no doubt gave their last type of em-
ployment rather than say they were unemployed.

Table XVII shows for each county the total number of persons
who withdrew books during the experimental period, divided into
employed and others, and the percentage each group is of the grand

9 Bertiec Wenning, “Reading Survey of the Chattanooga Public Library and Its
School—Community Branches, April g-10-11, 1934.” Typewritten copies may be se-
cured from the Chattanooga Public Library or from the Library of the University of
Chicago.
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total. Student classification includes a relatively small number of
college students, as well as students enrolled in public, private, and
parochial schools.

Occupations of non-students.—Excluding students, housewives are
the largest users of the public library. Females outnumber males by
more than two to one. Table XVIII shows the distribution of the
number of employed persons withdrawing books, by color, sex, and
industry group. Of the occupations identified, the professions lead

TABLE XVII

NUMBER OF PERSONS WITHDRAWING BOOKS FROM THE LIBRARY
DURING EXPERIMENTAL PERIOD

County Students Housewives i:;%:;::i Total

WaIlEER, & 2,277 264 433 2,974
Web§ter .................. 2,922 275 361 3,558
IWavidson:. ...« o-oeu e 1,474 142 316 1,932
Mecklenburg .............. 3,643 712 1,159 5 il
Gchland, . .. ............. 2,487 484 8oo B0
@hayleston. ... ............. 816 396 681 1,893
IHamilton. .............,.. 4,296 356 783 5,435
ESTOTIMIRES . @ . L 3,639 426 875 4,040
pletiensont: . .. ... ... .. ... 3,451 1,863 2,001 8,215

foalMese o 4o L 25,005 4,918 8,309 38,232
Percentage of grand total. . . 65.4 12.9 2i7 100.00

all others. Professional women use the library in larger numbers than
do professional men, for both whites and Negroes. Persons engaged
in manufacturing and mechanical industries, and in clerical work,
also rank high among the occupational groups withdrawing books
from the library.

Data gathered by the United States Census and reported separate-
ly by counties show the number of persons ten years of age or over
gainfully employed in various industries in each county. Computa-
tions based on the number of males per thousand reveal wide dis-
crepancies among industrial and occupational groups in the number
of persons withdrawing books from the library. Male whites engaged
in professional occupations, for example, withdraw books from the
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library with ten times the frequency of male whites engaged in the
extraction of minerals, and with sixty times the frequency of Negroes
engaged in the latter industry. Sixty out of 1,000 white professional
men withdrew books from the library, while only 3 out of 1,000 en-
gaged in agriculture made withdrawals during the same period.
Twenty-one out of every 1,000 Negro professional men and 6 out
of every 1,000 male farmers withdrew books during the limited peri-
od covered by the special study.

TABLE XVIII
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS IN EACH INDUSTRY
GROUP WITHDRAWING BOOKS FROM THE
LIBRARY, BY COLOR AND SEX

ToTaL WHITE NEGrO
INDUSTRY
Number Pe:icent- Male Female Male Female
Professions. . ............. 1,870 22.5 506 1,182 53 129
Manufacturing and me-

chamicals 80 e o L e 1,243 15.0 046 205 73 19
@lenicalbil. @ oe 1,007 13.2 340 748 2 7
et il SRR 732 8.8 560 156 12 4
Agriculture. ............. 479 5.8 354 26 90 9
Domestic and personal serv-

TCERML T raE mm  fT STl 320 3.9 66 150 22 73
Transportation and com-

IICTCERL Mgy WEL " ey 282 Bt 214 57 T | o
Public service. . .......... 70 0.8 66 3 e | REtEANRT
Ixtraction of minerals. .. .. 54 0.6 50 I T o
Forestry and fishing....... 15 0.2 T [ A SO OB s [ 2 AR R
None and not specified. . . .| 2,147 25.8 862 1,221 21 43

fliotall goes sl o el 8,300 100.0 | 3,979 | 3,758 288 284

Data of this type seem to indicate that the democracy of the li-
brary is largely theoretical. If books of interest to all classes of peo-
ple are available, then for some reason certain groups are making rel-
atively little use of the facilities. The reasons for this condition
probably vary considerably from county to county. The fact that
any significantly large group in a community is failing to withdraw
books from the library should be of considerable concern to the li-
brarian and the board of trustees. This is particularly true if the
general philosophy of the public library is based on the assumption
of “books for everybody.”
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Interesting variations in the proportion of student users for whites
and Negroes in the various counties are shown in Table XIX. Ap-
proximately 30 per cent of the urban whites withdrawing books are
students in Charleston and in Jefferson counties, while the corre-
sponding figures are about 70 per cent in Webster Parish, and Walk-

TABLE XIX
NUMBER OF PERSONS WITHDRAWING BOOKS, NUMBER OF BOOKS
WITHDRAWN, AND PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS;
WHITE AND NEGRO

ToraL PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS T " | PERCENT-
OTAL
NUMBER & AGE OF
CounTty AND COLOR pe )Ugmstz B oy
PERSONS Total Urban Rural OF BOOKS | o1upENTS*
W hite:
Wallker: . ........ 2,556 76 69 78 4,257 74
Webster. ........ 2,743 83 73 86 3,176 8o
Davidson........ 1,785 7 58 7 2,675 69
Mecklenburg. .. .. 5,248 65 37 95 10,299 55
Charleston. . ... .. 1,531 36 30 52 BoEs 52
Richland........| 3,619 63 35 71 7,746 58
Hamilton........ 4,786 81 68 9o s o
TETI05% L A 4,759 74 70 8o 7,820 58
Jefferson......... 7,501 57 28 ) 14,473 87
Negro:

Malker. ......... 418 81 77 85 1,010 83
Webster......... 813 70 82 78 861 8o
Davidson. ....... 147 97 oy R R AT 176 08
Mecklenburg. . . .. 266 84 8AY 0 T e 424 84
Charleston.. ... .. 362 70 7ORL R [0 YRR 622 39
Richland........ 152 74 e pllisato SRG 257 70
Hamilton. ....... 649 66 76 63 1,260 64
0%, i o 181 74 TR B o 291 66
Jefferson......... 714 87 86 or 866 82

* The first group of percentages is based on the number of persons withdrawing books, while the last
column is based on the number of books withdrawn.
er, Hamilton, and Knox counties. In general, the percentage of non-
student users is lower for rural than for urban residents, and for
Negroes than for whites.

ANALYSIS OF BOOK WITHDRAWALS
Of the 61,533 titles withdrawn by whites during the experimental
period, 72 per cent are fiction. The data of Table XX show that the
Proportion of fiction tends to increase with age, as represented in the
three groups—elementary school, students above elementary school,
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and non-students. The proportions of fiction withdrawn in compara-
ble groups tend to be fairly consistent among the nine counties.
Davidson and Mecklenburg show the greatest deviations.

Of the 5,767 books withdrawn by Negroes, 63 per cent are fiction.
Negro junior and senior high-school students read slightly larger pro-
portions of fiction than elementary-school students do, but the per-
centage of fiction for non-students is between the two groups. It is
interesting to note that for each county the total group of whites

TABLE XX
PERCENTAGE OF FICTION WITHDRAWN BY EACH GROUP*
WHITE NEGRO
CouNTY Abos Ab.
Elem. o Non- Elem. s Non-
Total Elem. Total Elem.
School students School students
School School
Walker......... 78 70 89 84 i 76 75 83
Webster........ 76 w7 76 75 58 66 78 28
Davidson. ...... 86 83 04 87 74 70 52 75
Mecklenburg. . . . 62 42 6o 78 5I 31 57 53
Charleston. . .. .. 78 66 83 76 68 55 86 88
Richland. . ..... 77 67 79 84 66 53 74 82
Hamilton. ... ... 63 66 58 68 54 47 70 60
IRt el 1 ye 7T 66 69 75 6o 63 63 52
Jefferson..... ... 75 72 77 76 66 69 69 D

* The percentage of fiction withdrawn in each county for the entire year ending in 1934 is as follows
(the counties are listed in the same order as in Table XX): white, 76, 76, 88, 73, 77, 77, 59, 71, and 67;
Negro, 63, 56, 84, 59, 63, 60, 41, 56, and 51. The correspondence between the data for the period of from
three to six days and for an entire year is in most cases quite close.

withdrew larger proportions of fiction than did the corresponding
Negro group in the same counties.

Because of the large mass of data tabulated, non-fiction subjects
cannot be presented by individual counties. Literature, history,
biography, myths, legends and fairy tales, geography and travel, and
useful arts are the subjects which are most interesting to the total
groups of whites and Negroes. The percentage distributions, shown
in parallel columns in Table XXI, show relatively few significant
differences in non-fiction interests, as indicated by withdrawals, of
whites and Negroes. While white and Negro elementary-school stu-
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dents read approximately the same proportions of myths and leg-
ends, withdrawals in this subject above the elementary-school level
are considerably higher for Negroes than for whites.

TABLE XXI

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF NON-FICTION WITHDRAWALS
OF STUDENTS AND NON-STUDENTS IN NINE
COUNTIES COMBINED

TotaL STUDENTS NON-STUDENTS
NON- FICTION
SUBJECTS Elem. School Abosve Blans
(DEWEY CLASSES) s cheal 2
White Negro White Negro
White Negro White | Negro
Literature. .. .... 14.5 | 12.3 8.6 @-1 1 253 | 1.5 16.0 | 12.3
Myths, legends,
fairy tales.. ... 10.7 14.3 20.2 19.2 ZoT) 11.6 4.0 6.0
History......... 10.7 9-3 II. 1r.6 010,77 2.5 9.8 7.9
Biography. . .... 10.5 6.4 5.2 4.8 19.3 12.4 | 11.6 4.4
Geography and
travel........ 9.9 s 10.3 8.5 7.9 3.8 | 10.6 7.5
Useful arts. .. ... 8.8 | 10.2 6.8 7.4 10.3 7 10.1 19.3
Pure science. . .. . 6.5 5.6 8.1 5.9 5-4 7 5.2 Fa
Philology. . ..... 6.5 4.9 11.9 7.5 152 2.3 55 .7
Social science. . .. 4.8 7.0 3.4 4.0 5.0 | 13.9 6.1 7.5
Fine arts. ... ... 4.8 3.0 3.4 2.8 3.0 2.9 7.4 3.5
Education. . . ... 3.6 7.0 5.1 9.1 0.8 4.4 3-3 4.8
Amusements. . . . 2.1 1.8 . 2.1 2.0 0.8 2.6 1.9
Religion. .. ... .. 2.0 .6 1.0 1.2 1.8 7 338 6.5
Philosophy. .. ... 2.0 .8 3 .8 1.6 1.9 4.3 4.0
General works. . . 1.9 2.2 1.6 1.8 2.6 Bodl 1.6 1.9
Bible and Bible
stories. . ..... 0.9 4.4 T2 4.2 0.4 1.5 0.6 e
fRotal... . ... 100.0 | I00.0 | I00.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
Number of books|16,923 | 2,127 | 7,176* 1,131 | 3,684 476 | 6,063 520
Percentage of non- :
fiction....... 2.9 || | 38 | g5 e || anea| 22 || gpa

* One hundred and fifty non-fiction titles are omitted because the subjects were not given.

It is worthy of note that in the subjects of useful arts, education,
and the social sciences the proportions of withdrawals are higher for
Negroes than for whites. The higher proportion of adult Negroes
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withdrawing Bible stories is also typical. In literature, geography
and travel, biography, fine arts, and history the percentages are
rather uniformly higher for whites than for Negroes.

SERVICE TO COMMUNITY GROUPS

The public library is a cosmopolitan institution. It attempts to
supply the best reading for the greatest number of people. This em-
phasizes the function of circulation rather than preservation of books
and reading materials. Since the staff of the library is relatively
small in proportion to the number of people who are ultimately users,
the sphere of the influence of the library should be extended in every
way possible by means of contacts with various groups in the com-
munity.

One of the desirable evidences of the degree to which the influence
of the library penetrates into the life of a community is the extent to
which the library makes contacts with important groups. Since the
library stands as the representation of one of the important educa-
tional and cultural aspects of the life of the community, it is general-
ly expected that the training, interest, and activities of the librarian
and members of the staff shall, to a considerable extent, reflect these
interests. Many of the contacts through which the library may
broaden its sphere of service will arise out of personal interests of
members of the staff.

Two observations concerning the relation of the library to organ-
ized groups may be made here. The mere fact that such organiza-
tions exist gives evidence of special interest in some subject on the
part of the individuals who form them. This interest may well be
taken advantage of; and specialized service, such as is frequently
given to teachers and schools, with regulations as to loans other than
those to individual borrowers, may be provided. It is easily con-
ceivable that organized special service of this character is productive
of more significant results than the loan of single volumes to unor-
ganized individuals. Again, in order for the library to know what
clubs and organizations exist in the county, it is important that a
careful check-list be developed so that the library will not overlook
any of the interests which may appropriately be cultivated by it in
this way. In the South generally, these organizations are compara-
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tively limited in number, as contrasted with those in suburban and
metropolitan areas in other sections; and the number in southern
cities is greater than in southern counties, as is also the number for
whites as contrasted with that for Negroes.

Since the majority of the adult users of the libraries are women, it
is not surprising that most of the community groups served by the
demonstration libraries are women’s organizations, such as the
American Association of University Women, the General Federation
of Women’s Clubs, Junior League, Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, Daughters of the Confederacy, Garden Clubs, and the like.
Other types of clubs to which the libraries have rendered specific
service include a large number of missionary societies and church
groups, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., parent-teacher associations,
and study and reading clubs of many and varied types. The service
consists in helping to plan club programs for the year, assigning sub-
jects, preparing bibliographies, and ordering special titles where ma-
terials are not already available in the library.

A number of the libraries mention specific types of service ren-
dered to local governmental authorities. These range all the way
from information regarding parliamentary procedure to special or
technical phases of governmental work. Although a majority of the
demonstration counties are chiefly urban in population, farm and
homedemonstration agents are usually employed;and co-operation of
the library with these agents is of special importance. In one county
the first books circulated from the newly organized county library
were to the homes of rural women, the books being distributed by the
home demonstration agent before the official opening of the library.

The special types of service rendered to agricultural interests vary
from the provision of a single book or a reading list to very close and
continuing co-operation between the library and local community
groups. The influence of the library in quickening the intellectual
life and broadening the outlook of the rural population is of special
importance and offers one of the hopeful signs of improvement in at-
tractiveness of rural life.

Webster Parish Library has had an especially close relation with
activities related to rural life. The library co-operates with the farm
and home demonstration agents, and with the clubs of men and
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women organized under these organizations. The library is also
closely affiliated with the community organizations maintained in
Webster Parish as a part of the general state program.”® One of the
purposes of the community organizations is to make rural life more
attractive by increasing opportunities for recreation and by making
the farms more productive. Schoolhouses usually serve as centers
for meetings. Since the community branches of the libraries are also
located in the schoolhouses during the academic year, the possibil-
ities of close co-operation are multiplied. The librarian is frequently
asked to speak at the meetings.

The community groups in Webster Parish are organized for Ne-
groes as well as for whites. At the time this county was visited, the
programs of such community meetings dealt with agricultural ob-
jectives concerning the desirable distribution of acreage for crop
diversification which had been adopted by the communities as a
part of the state-wide program.

10 See Mary Mims, The Awakening Community (New York: Macmillan, 1932), for a
full description of the work of the community organizations.

CHAPTER V
READING OF BOOKS FROM ALL SOURCES

THE previous chapter dealt with the availability and use of

books in public libraries in the demonstration counties.

This chapter will present material dealing with the reading
of books from all sources, including the public library; the following
chapter will present similar data regarding the reading of magazines
and newspapers, and will attempt to show the place of the library
as a public agency for the dissemination of books in the demonstra-
tion counties.

Books in homes.—Information regarding books available in homes
of whites in Walker County, Alabama, was gathered in 1932.” Data
gathered on visits to 420 rural homes showed that one-third had no
books. Slightly more than one-half had less than 10 books, and no
home had as many as 100. In visits to 8o urban homes in the same
county, no books were reported for 11 per cent of the homes; 41
per cent had fewer than 1o books; and 15 per cent had so or more.
The average number of books was 4.7 for rural homes and 23.6 for
urban homes. Slightly less than one-half of the books were fiction
titles, 15 per cent were on religious subjects, 14 per cent were in the
field of literature, and 6 per cent were reference books, while biog-
raphy, travel, history, and the fine arts combined accounted for only
5 per cent of the total. Slightly more than 1o per cent of the books
were for children.

Early in 1934 a canvass of 490 homes of rural whites in Coahoma
County, made as a part of a state-wide Civil Works Administration
project, showed that 57 per cent of the homes had no books. Fic-
tion titles were in 15 per cent, and reference books in 12 per cent,
of the homes visited; no other type of book was found in as many
as 1o per cent of the homes. In 13 homes private libraries of roo or
more volumes were reported, two of these consisting of 1,000 volumes

1 Willie Fagan Calkins, “The Walker County Library” (unpublished Master’s

thesis, University of Alabama, 1934).
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